
St. GEORGE 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church

كنيسة القديس جاورجيوس الانطاكية الارثوذكسية

Est. 1927 - Preparing for Our Centennial 2027

WELCOME! (Ahlan wa Sahlan!) !ًأهلاً وسهلا
We are blessed to have you with us today. Whether this your first visit or your hundredth, you are part of our family in Christ. 

In the Orthodox tradition, only Baptized & Chrismated Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves may
receive Holy Communion.  All are warmly invited to share in the blessed bread (Antidoron) and the love of our parish.

“Online Giving” 

Jurisdiction

A parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop of New
York and Metropolitan of all North America
Archimandrite Jeremy Davis, Archiepiscopal Vicar for
Toledo and the Midwest

Clergy
Rev. Fr. Habib Ghantous, Pastor

 Cell: (812)262-0038 & (309) 453-2186
 Email: frhabib@stgeorgeterrehaute.org

Rev. Fr. Archdeacon Elias Corey
Cell: (812) 249-6694
frdneliasc@gmail.com / mrshooz@aol.com

Services
6:00 PM Saturday Great Vespers
9:00 AM Sunday Matins Orthros
10:00 AM Sunday Divine Liturgy

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Fr. Habib will hear Confession by appointment

For urgent pastoral needs outside these hours, please
contact Fr. Habib directly. 

Contact
1900 S. 4  St.th

Terre Haute, Indiana 47802
(812) 232-5244
stgeorgeocth@gmail.com

“Welcome to St. George - May you find here a home of faith, hope and love.”
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VENMO PAYPAL
“Scan with your phone camera to donate.”

MATTHEW 6:14-21 
Cheesefare, Expulsion from Paradise & Forgiveness Sunday

 St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
كنیسة القدیس جاورجیوس الانطاكیة الارثوذكسیة 

 Est. 1927

Journey to Pascha 
Week 5 - Forgiveness Sunday

The Church now brings us to the doorway of Great Lent.
Before fasting begins, before the services change, before the
long journey truly starts, we are asked to do one thing first:
forgive.

In today’s Gospel, Christ gives us a simple but powerful
command:
“If you forgive others their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will also forgive you.”

Lent is not a diet.
It is a healing of the heart.

We cannot walk toward Pascha carrying anger, resentment, or
old wounds.
These burdens weigh more than any food we give up.
They keep the heart closed when God is trying to open it.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending nothing happened.
It means choosing freedom over bitterness.
It means placing judgment into God’s hands and allowing
grace to enter our own hearts.

This is why tonight we ask one another, “Forgive me.”
Because the journey to the Resurrection begins with
reconciliation.

Let us begin Lent with light hearts, clean beginnings, and courage
to love again.

“Before we begin the Fast, 
the Church invites us to forgive one another from the heart.”

“The Door
to Great Lent

Opens Through
Forgiveness.”

Entering the Holy Fast

Today the Church places us at the gates of
Great Lent. Adam stands outside Paradise, and

we stand beside him.
The journey of the Fast is not about punishment

- it is about returning home.
We begin not with rules, but with mercy.

Not with diet, but with forgiveness.
Not with sadness, but with hope.

As we forgive one another tonight,
we take our first step back toward Paradise.

“Let us begin the Fast with joy.”

Christ connects forgiveness with freedom. 
Where there is forgiveness, the heart becomes light.

Where there is mercy, the soul begins to heal.
 

Great Lent is not a season of sadness - 
it is a season of returning home to God.

SOIL’s Reflection

SOIL: The Gift of Forgiveness - The Soil
of a New Beginning
Every gardener knows: new life cannot
grow in hardened soil.

Forgiveness softens the heart.
It breaks the ground of pride.
It prepares us for spiritual growth.

As we begin Great Lent, we are not asked
to be perfect.
We are asked to be willing.

Willing to forgive.
Willing to start again.
Willing to let God grow something
new within us.

This week, plant one seed of forgiveness.

Great Lent Begins Monday
The journey to Pascha begins tomorrow.

During this holy season we are invited to grow
through:
• Prayer
• Fasting

• Repentance
• Confession

• Acts of Mercy
Make this Lent a season of return and renewal.

we ask forgiveness of one another and enter the Fast
in peace and unity.

“Forgive me, a sinner.”



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, February 22, 2026 - Tone 4 / Eothinon 4
Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese Fare) - Uncovering of the Seven Martyrs’ relics at Gate of Eugenios in

Constantinople; Martyr Anthusa and her twelve servants

During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son
of God, Who art risen from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, sing these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen,
granting the world Great Mercy.

POLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings, victorious Great Martyr George
intercede with Christ our God to save our souls.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE SIX

O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and givest understanding and intelligence, the Instructor of the ignorant, and Helper of the poor,
strengthen my heart and grant it understanding, O Master. Give me word, O Word of the Father; for behold, I shall not refrain my
lips from crying to Thee, O merciful One, have mercy upon me who am fallen.

THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of Forgiveness)

O Lord, how magnified are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4)
           Brethren, now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk becomingly, as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in chambering and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no

provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts. But as for the one who is weak in faith, receive him, but not for disputes over opinions.
For one believes he may eat anything; but the weak person eats herbs. Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let

not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. Who are you to be the judge over the servant of a
stranger? To his own master he either stands or falls; but he will be made to stand; for God is able to make him stand.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of Forgiveness)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (6:14-21)

The Lord said to His Disciples: If you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. And when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and
wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by men but by your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward
you. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.
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From the Desk of Fr. Habib 
Living the Gospel with Sophia

The First Step Into Great Lent

Beloved in Christ,

This Sunday is unlike any other Sunday of the year.  Before the Church asks us to fast… before we

begin the long journey toward Pascha… before the prayers of repentance fill our homes and our

hearts… The Church asks us to do one thing first:  

FORGIVE.

In today’s Gospel, our Lord speaks with striking simplicity:

“If you forgive others, your Heavenly Father will forgive you.”

Notice what He does not say.

He does not say, “Fast perfectly.”

He does not say, “Pray perfectly.”

He does not say, “Be spiritually strong.”

He says: Forgive.

Why?

Because resentment is heavier than any food we give up.  Anger is harder on the soul than any fast.

Pride blocks prayer more than any distraction. We cannot walk toward Pascha while carrying the

weight of grudges.

Today at the end of Divine Liturgy, we will ask one another: “Forgive me.”

This simple act opens the gates of Lent.

Let us enter the Fast with light hearts, clean beginnings, and the courage to love again.

May God grant us a blessed and fruitful Great Lent.

With love in Christ,

Fr. Habib
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Wear Your Parish Pride
Get your St. George T-shirt today and be ready for

“Mediterranean Fest” 

Why does Great Lent begin with Forgiveness?

Because fasting without love has no meaning.

The purpose of Lent is not just changing what we eat, it
is changing our hearts.

Forgiveness is the first step toward real repentance.



Keisha
Lynn Shahadey

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

February Fellowship by:

Feb 22 - no meat - Kal & Christy Ellis - Kal’s 63 birthday

Mar 03 - Lisa Zeck
Mar 09 - Kadin Bell 
Mar 15 - Jeremiah Turner
Mar 19 - Marha Polit
Mar 19 - Joanna Dailey
Mar 21 - Chris Ellis 
Mar 23 - Noble Corey
Mar 24 - Alec Tanoos
Mar 27 - Iliana Bocard
Mar 27 - Susan Hester 
Mar 28 - Mounir Ghantous
Mar 29 - Salwa Nasser
Mar 30 - Zack Nasser 

March Fellowship by:
Mar 01 - FAST - Fr. Habib & Kh. Norma Ghantous & Family
Mar 08 - FAST -  Lynn Shahadey - Kadin’s 20  Birthdayth

Mar 15 - FAST - Turner Family - Jeremiah’s Birthday
Mar 22 - FAST -  Bocard Family - Illiana’s 22  Birthdaynd

Mar 29 - FAST -  Zack Kassis - Zack’s 68  Birthdayth

April Fellowship by:
Apr 05 - FAST - Ladies Society - Palm Sunday
Apr 11 - FAST -  Mary Helen Ellis
Apr 12 - NO FAST -  Easter
Apr 19 - NO FAST - Cache & Trent
Apr 26 - NO FAST - 

Denise Issa 
Amy Issa
Jacque Davis
Naime

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉   Birthdays  🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉

Betty Azar
Dan Hester
Kalea Ellis

Baptisms & Chrismation 

March 21 - Reserved for Baptism

Feb 02 - Courtney Lake 
Feb 02 - Christina Issa 
Feb 02 - Kensington Cook 
Feb 02 - Sophia Davis 
Feb 02 - Crew Davis 
Feb 08 - Ian Neice 
Feb 12 - Linda Shahadey 
Feb 22 - Kyle Ellis 
Feb 27 - Kaleel Ellis

Apr 01 - Elias Azar 
Apr 04 - Mila Tanoos
Apr 04 - Dr. Tony K. Nasser
Apr 06 - Mary Helen Ellis
Apr 09 - Esther Simbol
Apr 11 - Adelle Watts
Apr 12 - Denise Corey
Apr 14 - Michael T. Ellis
Apr 17 - Peter Tanoos
Apr 21 - Michael A. Tom
Apr 22 - Tim Curley
Apr 22 - Frank Shahadey
Apr 23 - Jaime Ellis
Apr 24 - Jonathan Ellis
Apr 25 - Juddie Ashcraft
Apr 26 - Jacob Tanoos
Apr 29 - Jensen Turner

Tiah & Baby
Tory & Baby
Carl Ellis 
Salwa Nasser

Celebrating a truly special and rare
Beddian 63  Birthday!rd

Born in 1963 and turning 63 this year, we offer
our heartfelt congratulations and prayers to
Kal Ellis, President of the St. George Parish

Council, as he celebrates 63 wonderful years of
life and service.  May God grant him many

years of health, joy, and faithful service!
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Beddian 63rd Birthday!
Kaleel “Kal” Ellis

Forgiveness Sunday
The Door to Great Lent

Today the Church places us at the gates of Paradise.

We remember Adam and Eve standing outside Eden, not because God stopped loving them, but because sin
had darkened their hearts. The tragedy was not hunger. It was separation. And so;

Before we fast from food, the Church asks us to fast from pride.
Before we abstain from meat and dairy, we abstain from resentment.
Before we begin Great Lent, we begin with forgiveness.

Forgiveness Sunday is not a formality. It is the key that unlocks the fast. 
Without forgiveness, fasting becomes diet. 
Without reconciliation, prayer becomes noise. 
Without humility, Lent becomes performance.

Today, when we bow before one another and say, “Forgive me,” we are not performing a ritual. We are
stepping back toward Paradise.

How to Ask Forgiveness?  When asking forgiveness:
Say simply: “Forgive me, a sinner.”
Do not justify yourself.
Do not explain your actions.
Do not expect the other person to confess in return.
Receive forgiveness humbly.

Forgiveness is not about proving who was right.  It is about healing what was broken.

You ask, How to Begin Great Lent Well?

Attend and participate in the Forgiveness Ceremony
Begin the Fast on Clean Monday
Add the Prayer of St. Ephraim daily
Increase your time in prayer
Come to Confession early in Lent
Choose one habit to surrender to God

Start small. Start sincerely. Start with peace.

What is The Prayer of St. Ephraim?

O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despair, lust of power, and idle talk.

But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to Thy servant.

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins and not to judge my brother, for Thou art blessed unto
ages of ages. Amen.

“Preparing Your Home for Lent”
Remove distractions
Set up an icon corner candle
Begin a family prayer time
Limit social media
Increase charity

Fasting Basics
Begin the fast on Clean Monday
Abstain from meat and dairy
Wednesdays and Fridays remain strict fast days
Speak with Fr. Habib if you need guidance
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Every pledge is an act of faith. 
It is not about figures on a chart, but
about offering what we have so the
Church may continue to pray, serve,
teach, and welcome all who come. 

If you have not yet submitted a 
2026 pledge, please prayerfully
consider doing so by March 1.

 
Together, we build not only a budget -

but a living parish in Christ.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PLEDGERS

PLEASE REMIT YOUR 2026 FORMS -
BY 03/01/2026

Mary Helen Ellis
Drs. Steven & Jamie Mayard
Vikki Sordean
Brent & Stacey Bocard
Esther Simbol
Jordan Shahadey
George & Cathy Azar
Sandy Kassis
Christopher & Jacqui Ellis
Chuckie Shahadey
Rosemary Tanoos Kassis
John & Johana Ramsey
Jennifer & Jeremiah Turner
Jillian Turner
Jensen Turner
Patti Maloof
David & Peggy Hines
Dr. Mary Ann Simbol
Joseph J. & Linda Tanoos
Michael H. & Mary Jo Tom
Ray & Renee Azar
Alecia Corey
Nick & Bre Dickerson
Maria David
Michael C. Ellis
Tony Tanoos
Raoul David
Michael A. Tom
Drs. Gary & Adelle Watts
Adam & Stephanie Azar
Nellie Simbol
Kaleel & Christy Ellis
Dr. Tony K. Nasser
Jayci Nasser
Dr. Joseph & Eva Abdayem
Mary Abdayem
Naya Abdayem

Dr. Danny & Claudia Tanoos
Christopher Kaleel Ellis
Maureen Andreakis
Michael Thomas Ellis
Lynn & Trent Shahadey-Bell
Grant Ellis
Jonathan Ellis
Katherine Ellis
Justin & Teresa Lockhart
Preston & Gina White
Giana White
Aaron Wisbey
Alex & Ryann Wisbey
Aric Wisbey
LouAnn Wisbey
Elias Ghantous
Mounir Ghantous
Karah & Josh Winters
Kalea Ellis
Christian & Tory Ellis
Kevin & Maxwell Patterson
Charles Shahadey Jr.
Michael Shahadey
Nate Padgett
Zackory & Kendra Bailey
Zack & Denise Kassis
Frank Shahadey
Alissa McKinney
Rosemarie Tanoos
Leah Sparks
Julie K. Lake
Don & Sophia Davis
Corey, Rev. Arch. Elias/Denise
Jason lake
Trent & Cache Lancaster
Kadin Bell
LouAnn & Brad Wisbey

APPROXIMATE EXPENSES AS OF 02/20/26

Dr. Melhem & Christina Jabbour
Amy Issa
George & Denise Issa
James K. Ellis
Dan & Susan Hester
Anthony II & Bre Tanoos
Joanna Dailey
Fr. Habib & Norma Ghantous
Dr. Nabil & Laurette Mnayarji
Alan & Julie Kassis



St. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH EVENTS

Betty Azar
Dan Hester
Kalea Ellis
Tiah & Baby

Everyone is welcome!
Orthodoxy: The Way to the Kingdom Series

A call to rediscover, rebuild, and return home, a journey
for all who seek Christ! 

HOLY OBLATION - Offered this Sunday by: Kal & Christy Ellis
Dyptichs

Kal 
Christy 
Kalea 
Kara 
Khloe 
Mary Helen 
Rose Marie & Family 
Michael & Family
John, Jamie & Family 
Steven, Christy & Family
Jimmy 
Julie & Family 
Tom Family & 
Corey Families
All of the St. George parishioners, board members, choir,
Chanters and that serve in this Holy Temple 
All the People suffering in the world

Madeleine Abdayem
Kaleel 
Helen & Hal Tom 
Alex 
Jamiley 
Rose & Jimmy Farah 
Steve 
Dickie 
George 
Abraham 
Paul 
JR 
Alexander 
John
Our fathers, forefathers, founder of this Holy Temple 
All the Orthodox departed in the world. May the Lord
remember them in His heavenly Kingdom.

Axios! Axios! Axios!
With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba,
His Grace Bishop John will ordain Dr. Gary Watts to
the subdiaconate on Sunday morning, March 1, at St

George Church in Fishers, IN. 

March is Antiochian
Women Month!

In the month of March, our women 
are encouraged to participate in the Liturgy and minister in their

parishes and their communities.
Beloved Women of St. George,
In this special month, we give thanks to God for each of you, for
your faith, your strength, your prayers, and your quiet sacrifices that
uphold our parish family.
I warmly invite you to offer your gifts more fully in the life of the
Church during March. Consider signing up to:

Read the Epistle
Serve as an Usher or Greeter
Sing in the Choir or as a Chanter
Participate in Parish Ministries

Your voice matters. Your presence matters. Your service
strengthens the Body of Christ. See Fr. Habib to sign up.
Look forward to seeing many of you step forward with joy.
With love in Christ,
Fr. Habib
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Living Departed


